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CONFIDENTIAL AMMAN 0683 

SECDEF FOR ISA/DSAA 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, JO, SA, US 

SUBJECT: JORDANIAN FMS PAYMENTS 

REF: JIDDA 0431 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . APPARENTLY MISUNDERSTANDING PARA 2 REFTEL MORE SERIOUS 
THAN WE SUSPECTED. COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF BIN SHAKER COMPLETELY 
UNAWARE OF ANY JORDANIAN AGREEMENT TO PAY DOLS 9.16 MILLION 
AND HAS NO WAY TO OBTAIN MONEY TO PAY THIS. 

2. COMMENT: WE ARE A LITTLE UNCERTAIN AS TO WHY SAUDIS 
SHOULD SAY JORDAN WILL MAKE PAYMENT WHEN THIS IS SO 
CLEARLY NOT THE CASE. IN VIEW OF THE WRITTEN AGREEMENT, 

WHICH SAUDIS HAVE GIVEN US GUARANTEEING TO MAKE PAYMENT, 

WE WOULD HAVE AT LEAST PRESUMED THEY WOULD HAVE GOTTEN 

SUCH A NEW AND CONTRARY JORDANIAN COMMITMENT (IF SUCH ACTUALLY 
EXISTS) IN WRITING. SINCE WRITTEN AGREEMENT IS WITH US WE DO 
NOT FEEL THE ISSUE IS ONE OF PLAYING A MIDDLEMAN ROLE (WHICH 
WE AGREE IS CERTAINLY A "NO-WIN", IF UNAVOIDABLE, PROPOSITION 
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IN ALL RESPECTS) BUT RATHER OF GETTING THE SAUDIS TO 
DO FOR US WHAT THEY HAVE AGREED IN WRITING TO DO. 

JORDANIANS ARE DOING ALL POSSIBLE TO PRESS SAUDIS 
ON THIS POINT. AS YOU KNOW, SAUDIS STILL REFUSING 
TO RECEIVE JORDANIAN PRIME MINISTER FOR THIS AND OTHER 
PURPOSES CONNECTED WITH SAUDI SUPPORT FOR JORDAN. IN 
VIEW OF FACT THAT EMBASSY JIDDA MAY NOT BE AWARE OF 
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WRITTEN AGREEMENT ON THESE POINTS, WOULD BE DELIGHTED 
TO SEND KNOWLEDGEABLE OFFICER TO IIDDA WITH COPIES 
OF AGREEMENT. WE WONDER ALSO, SINCE WE HAVE NOT 
SEEN ANY REPORTS, WHETHER EMBASSY JIDDA HAS HAD 
OPPORTUNITY YET TO DISCUSS STATE 4774 WHICH AROSE 
AS RESULT OF KING'S REQUEST TO PRESIDENT IN TEHRAN 
AND ON WHICH KING IS STILL LOOKING TO ME FOR FURTHER 
REPORT OF SAUDI REACTIONS. 

PICKERING 
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